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ALLAN HOLMES — TRIBUTE 
Statement 

HON COLIN HOLT (South West) [9.52 pm]: I rise to recognise the passing of a great stalwart of the National Party 
in Allan Holmes, who passed away very recently. Allan was a passionate supporter of the Country Party and the 
National Party, with his local branch at Pingaring. He was president of the Pingaring branch for over 10 years. He 
would always boast that he could get over 90 per cent of the votes from that booth. He became more involved during 
the mid-1990s when he started attending the Roe district council meetings as a delegate from his branch, and was 
president of that electoral council from 1999 to 2007. Allan was then elected as a delegate to represent the Roe district 
at state council in 1999 and became involved in fundraising and membership activities with his good mate and life 
member Allan Marshall. They became notoriously known as the two Allans for their prolific activity in raising 
funds and signing up new members. Allan Marshall has fond memories of that time and he is sure that Kay, who 
is Allan Holmes’ wife, thought they were up to no good—and I have to say that they probably were up to no good! 

Allan continued his involvement at state council level when he was elected to the state executive of the WA Nationals 
in 2002, serving for over five years. In 2004, when Hon Wendy Duncan was urged by Eric Charlton to nominate 
for the position of state president, she said that she would do so only if she had someone as her deputy who was well 
respected and had history within the party. Wendy needed someone to work with to support her. Allan Holmes’ 
name was put forward and she was delighted to accept the position of president with Allan as her deputy. She had 
known him since her Roe district electorate days. The partnership proved to be productive, transforming the party 
into the modern age, with the installation of many young members into our parliamentary team. Wendy said that she 
found Allan dedicated, fiercely loyal and a deep thinker.  

At the 2006 state conference in Denmark, Allan backed a motion from the Young Nationals that civil unions be 
legally recognised. That motion was passed with Allan’s persuasion of the more conservative older members. 
Allan remained as Wendy’s deputy for three years until 2007. During that time, the Nationals’ royalties for regions 
policy was researched and adopted, and, following the 2008 state election, was negotiated with the Liberal Party 
as a legislated return of 25 per cent mining royalties to the regional areas of Western Australia. Allan took great pride 
in his involvement in that injection of funds into the much neglected infrastructure of regional WA at that time. 
Allan postponed a much anticipated trip around Australia with Kay in his new caravan to help with that 2008 election, 
such was his dedication. Allan and Kay never took that trip, as Allan’s health deteriorated following that period. 
At the 2010 annual conference held at Albany, Allan was awarded a distinguished service medal for his unselfish 
dedication to the party. Distinguished service medals are not given out lightly and have been awarded to only 
around 12 to 14 recipients since it was introduced by the former leader Brendon Grylls, and I am sure he introduced 
it for people just like Allan Holmes. It could actually have been called the Allan Holmes medal, if we had really 
wanted to. 
Although Brendon could not make it to Allan Holmes’ funeral, he sent a note, and I would like to read out what 
he wrote about Allan Holmes. According to my notes, it states — 

“Allan Holmes, in Partnership with Allan Marshall introduced me as an aspiring politician to what 
it took to be a true Nat. Tough, uncompromising, determined and always with that glint in the eye 
that we are ‘going to win this bloody issue.…come hell or high water’. It was a privilege to have them 
as mentors! 
Without knowing me, once the preselectors had made me the candidate they jumped into action, cold 
calling fundraising and support, devising strategy and sorting out the polling booths in the electorate 
of Merredin that we needed to cover. History records that another successful campaign was won. 
The word legend is used loosely these days when you are a champion after one good game. 
Well Allan Holmes in my opinion is a legend of the WA Nats, a true believer whom I held in the 
utmost highest regard, whose passion and commitment formed the basis of our teams’ willingness 
to hold our nerve to create Royalties for the Regions and a man who is a great loss to politics and 
community in Western Australia. 
Rest in peace Allan Holmes, I’ll bet he is in Heavens’ town hall now along with the late Sue Muntz, 
planning how to terrorise the other parties’ polling booth workers at the local heaven elections!!” 

That was from Brendon Grylls. 
His great mate Allan Marshall was deeply saddened when Allan Holmes was overcome with the dreaded affliction 
of dementia. He visited him occasionally, and depending on his good or bad days, he would respond to his presence 
with a hearty, “G’day, Marsh”, which was heartening to Allan that he could recognise him. 
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Recently, Allan Marshall returned from the Nationals annual conference in Exmouth and was amazed at the respect 
and admiration expressed for Allan Holmes’ contribution and no-nonsense approach to help create a better future 
for his children and grandchildren and indeed for all regional Western Australians. Allan Holmes’ family was 
probably never fully aware of his extensive involvement with the Nationals or of the value of his commitment to 
regional Western Australia. I trust that this short contribution helps recognise Allan Holmes’ contribution. 
A life well lived Allan, you left a huge legacy. Rest peacefully, Al; you were a good mate to all. 
I would like to extend our condolences and our thanks to his wife, Kay; they were married for 56 years. He was 
a devoted dad to Karen and her partner, Noel; Michelle and her partner, Keith; Geoff and his partner, Pat; and 
Cheryl and her partner, Chris; he was a pop to Luke and Jemma, Chloe and Bevan, Rohan and Laura, Kelsie and 
Dean, Trent and Cam; and he was a grandpop to Eva, Abby, Kate, Hugo, Daisy and Isla.  
I would like to say that we all thank you, Allan, for your enduring contribution to the National Party in regional 
Western Australia. We are proud of you and no doubt your family are proud of you as well. Rest in peace, Al. 
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